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PREPARATION AND WELCOME 
 

Welcome to our new norm as we worship our living Christ in the 
comfort of our own homes 

 

As we continue to transition through this pandemic we embrace new ways of 
doing things so that we as God's Children are able to get the necessary 
encouragement to strive for greater heights in our Faith Journey.  
It is also a reminder of the unconditional love that a parent bestows on their 
children during their life’s journeys, always encouraging them to strive for the 
stars no matter what trials and tribulations they may encounter. Whilst we give 
thanks for the love of our Christ and celebrate his ability to grant us refuge in our 
times of need we also remember the love of our Mothers and the times they too 
have granted us a shoulder to cry on 
and the pearls of wisdom that have enabled us to become the people we are 
today. 

 

We gather with God and each other  
 

Welcome!  Malo e lelei!  Talofa lava!  Ni sa bula vinaka! 
Kia ora! Nau mai, haere mai ki tēnei whare karakia 

     Greetings. Welcome, welcome to this time of prayer 
 

PRAYER FOR MOTHERS 

 Lord we remember the mothers 
who have gone before us 
For their love, sacrifice, struggle 
and joy,we thank you 
 
Lord, we remember the mothers of 
scriptures who are part of our story 
as we are part of their story 
For their courage, Faith, Love and 

 



 

Fierceness we thank you. 
 

Lord we remember those who have not 
given birth to us, but are mothers to us. 
For their gift of themselves that they 
have given, we thank you. 
 

For the women who struggle with 
fertility, for those women whom 
society labels as less in their childlessness, 
for those women who have lost children. 
for their tears, for their strength. 
for their wisdom, for their lives, 
we thank you. 

In your name we pray. Amen by Claire Schoepp 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The spirit of God calls us from many places; 
some of us come from busy homes with many people 
some of us live alone. 
We are a part of the family. 
This week has been different for each of us; 
some of us have had happy news we want to celebrate; 
some of us have faced grief and need to cry. 
We are members of God’s family. 
Yet we all come to this same place; 
all of us seeking God’s presence in our lives 
all of us seeking God’s presence with each other. 
Together we become God’s family. 

(1994, Liturgy Outside) 

PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

As we continue to transition through the many changes  
of living through this pandemic,  
we find it ever challenging to our sensibilities  
with people ignoring the requests of authorities  
in order to enjoy their self indulgent urges. 
God we ask that you instill within ourselves  
the ability to be acceptable of such lapses  
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http://liturgyoutside.net/FamilyOutside.html


 

and to trust that you will care for us  
during this time, just as a mother would. 
Like our fellow man, we too have and continue to make many mistakes  
in the living of our lives and yet you are always there  
to guide us through such journeys,  
encouraging us to learn from our mistakes  
and to reserve judgement on those who may have done the same. 
Grant us all the ability to exercise your patience and persistence  
and through this we are better able to transform the future of our world  
through exercising the compassion shown by you the father  
and by our life guides our mothers  
for all these things we will be blessed with a life filled with possibilities. 

 

THE LORDS PRAYER using whatever version and language you prefer. 
 

GREETING OF PEACE 

Just as Reverend Lynne extended an invitation last week for everyone  
to phone someone in the congregation as an act of sharing and caring  
I too extend that invitation but I encourage you to ring someone 
different each week so that we may all enjoy your sharing of God's love. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Jesus, thank you for those who show me the way when i am lost:  
mums, dads, grans and granddads… 
 Jesus, thank you for those who teach me your way when i get mixed up: 
family, friends, teachers…  
Jesus, thank you for those who give us life:  
for farmers who grow our food, doctors who keep us well, 
 for friends who make life fun.  
Jesus, thank you for being you and for helping me to be the me you 
want me to be. Amen. 

We listen and reflect 

Whakarongo ki te kupu a te Wairua ki te Haahi. 

(Listen to the words of the Spirit to the Church.) 
 

THE BIBLE READING 

Psalms 31   (page 552) 
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REFLECTION 

Last week Rev Lynne introduced us to God the mother and Jesus the 
Daughter which I felt was a great way of leading us into this week's 
celebration of our mothers. Did you listen to this version of Psalm 23 (Bobby 
McFerrin)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cn2zKKhhF3I 
 

As we read today's passage from Psalms which talks about our trust in God  
we begin to see the correlation between God the Mother and our own 
mothers. 
Every aspect of this prayer in Psalms 31 can be traced back to our journey 
through life and the trials and tribulations that we may have experienced 
throughout our respective life journeys. 
And even as we journey through this latest challenge in life - the Covid 19 
crisis, do we not turn to our Christ for strength to cope with our fears, asking 
his protection from its effects and for the wisdom to make the best choices so 
that we will come out safely on  the other side of this dilemma? 
 

As I read through the different facets of this Psalms reading it reminded me of 
the many times I  turned to either my Mum or Dad for guidance through the 
many challenges I faced in life, be they real or imagined and found that my 
relationship with them was a reflection of the relationship I had with my God. 
 

So what is the basis for the faith that each of us put in this living Christ that 
we worship and follow? We can neither see or touch this Christ but we 
believe wholeheartedly that through the act of prayer our living Christ will 
answer us. 
 

As a child I could not comprehend what this meant or how it worked but as I 
grew up and my Mum & Dad passed on I discovered that when those difficult 
times invaded my life I could still seek their guidance by visiting them at the 
Cemetery and talking through those challenges with them. I always came 
away as if I had received some guidance - at times not always the guidance I 
was looking for but guidance nonetheless.  
 
And looking back at my journey with my living Christ I have found that all my 
prayers have been answered but  like my impressions of guidance from my 
parents sometimes they are not the answers I wanted. 
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As we reflect today on our relationship with both God our mother and our 
Mother here on earth let us pray together 

In God we share the life of all creation.  
We belong to Jesus Christ,  
the true icon of God and of humanity. 
In her God is breathing,  
in her God is living,  
through her we are reconciled. 
We belong to the Holy Spirit,  
who gives us new life and strengthens our faith. 
In the Spirit love is breathing,  
in the Spirit truth is living,  
the breath of God always moves us. 
We belong to the Holy Trinity,  
who is one in all and Three-in-One. 
In God we are all made,  
in Christ we are all saved,  
in the Spirit we are all united. 

adapted from Per Harling, Season of Creation 2019 resources 
 

PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES AND FOR THE WORLD  

Generous God, we pray for our world,  
in which your gifts are meanly kept by some from others.  
Cure our poverty of spirit, 
that your abundant love may flow throughout the world. 
 

We pray for the poor in every land. 
For those caught up in violence and war. 
 

We pray for those known to us who have particular needs. 
We remember especially at this time  
Betty Martin,Ngaire Matthews, Nola Kite, Elaine Guise who have their 
own health battles to contend with and we ask that you keep them safe 
during this time. 
 

We pray for our church as it seeks to live and speak of the 
good news you gave in ways that were never imagined just  
a short time ago but such is your love for humankind  
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that you find a way to remind us of your awesome power. 
 

Loving God, you are always calling people to spread 
your love and share your word with others. 
You call ordinary people to do the most unexpected 
things. You need so many people to do your work 
here on earth. 
 

Help us always to be ready to listen to your call, 
and to know that you will give us the gifts of courage, 
energy and enthusiasm to do the things you need us to do. 
Help us to overcome our  worries, doubts and anger,  
and be ready to respond to your call with generous hearts, So 
that we may share in your work of making the world a reflection of your 
love and grace.Amen. 

 

SENDING 

Go into the world filled with grace and generosity. 
Rejoice in the profusion of creation and make peace. 
Be more than fair, showing the tender compassion of 
God who created and redeemed you. 

 Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.  
Haere i runga i te aroha. Haere i runga i te rangimārie. Amine. 
 

BLESSING  We bless each other by saying the Grace together. 

 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
Amen. 

Love feast liturgy adapted from Olof’s Brothers’ Love Feast. www.katrinasdream.org 

To conclude your time of worship you nay choose to select hymns or music to 
listen to in quiet reflection or you might like to listen to this  

Mother's Day Hymn recommendation - Amazing Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG0vH4WYChQ 

 

 

 

The Methodist Church of New Zealand 

Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa 
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