
 

Welcome to 
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CLIVE SQUARE, NAPIER 

 
Sunday  May 23rd 2020. 

Wesley Day 

 

 
 

Worship Leader: Rev Lynne Frith 
 

 

PREPARATION AND WELCOME 
 

Welcome to Trinity Church at home. 
 

Today, 24th May, Methodists the world over  observe Wesley Day or 
Aldersgate Day ,remembering the day in 1738 when, at a gathering in 
Aldersgate Street, John Wesley ‘felt his heart strangely warmed’, a time 
of renewal and conversion. 

Whether you are alone, or with family or whanau, or have gathered with 
some church friends, we unite in our common heritage. 

Just as those people to whom John Wesley brought the gospel found new 
ways of being “church”, so we too, in this time of pandemic, are finding 
new ways of being together and maintaining our connections. 

You may choose to light a candle as a reminder of all those who seek to 
bear the Christ light in our world. 

Malo e lelei! Talofa lava! Ni sa bula Vinaka! Kia ora! Greetings! 

 

Be still and let the presence of God be with you in your place. 
 

GATHERING AS PEOPLE OF GO 

Praise God for this new day! 
Let praise resound to the God of life! 
In spite of trials, 
You, O God, have brought us to this place 
of space and freedom. 
Praise God for this new day. 
Let praise resound to the God of life! 
We gather just as we are, 

 



 

with our struggles and our hopes, 
our gifts and commitment, 
our longing for holy freedom. 
Praise God for this new day. 
Let praise resound to the God of life! 
 

We seek the presence of the one 
who has kept us among the living, 
who restores and renews, 
who seeks life for all. 
Praise God for this new day. 
Let praise resound to the God of life! 

(based on Psalm 68:8-20) Lynne Frith, URC Prayer Handbook 2017 

 

HYMN O for a thousand tongues to sing   H&P 744 or MHB 1 
 

You may wish to sing a few verses of this much-loved hymn by Charles Wesley or 
listen and watch at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms   where it is 
sung to the tune Lyngham. 
 

 

GREETING OF PEACE 

As on other Sundays, you are invited to be in touch with someone you 

haven’t spoken to in a while, today or during the week. 

 
A COLLECT FOR ALDERSGATE SUNDAY 

God of overwhelming grace, 
you ignited the spark of your grace in John and Charles Wesley and a 
passion for holiness, justice and sharing your great love with others. 

Warm our hearts that we may trust in you.  
Renew our conviction and inspire us to embrace new opportunities 
even in difficulty. 
Pour out your spirit on your people that we may be united in your love 
and ready to share hope with the world through Jesus who is one with 
you. Amen 

 (Methodist Church in Britain) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms


 

 

READINGS  2 Peter 1:1-11 (page 294) 
Matthew 9:35-10:16 (page 14) 

REFLECTION 

It does feel a little strange not to be in a setting in which we can heartily sing 
hymns by Methodist hymn writers from Charles Wesley to the present day. 

What’s more, scientists tell us that singing in choirs or churches or similar 
gatherings is a great way to spread viruses because of the force with which 
our breath is expelled. 

Of course, singing isn’t all that being Methodist is about. First and foremost, 
it’s an expression of Christianity that grew out of a particular time and place 
in history. Sometimes we Methodists run the risk of so idolizing John Wesley 
that, as a colleague from another denomination once observed to me “it 
seems as if John Wesley is more important than Jesus.” 

John Wesley’s desire for people to receive the gospel wherever they were, at 
factory gates, in market places, and farmyards connects in ways none of us 
could have imagined, with the various methods we and other churches are 
using to keep faith communities connected. It could be that zoom, and email, 
web pages and livestreaming, phone calls and video chats, are the pandemic 
equivalent of factory gates and marketplaces.  

John Wesley saw the requirement to meet in a church building as a limitation 
that denied people who worked long hours seven days a week opportunity 
for spiritual nurture and challenge. His style of ministry with a strong 
emphasis on wellbeing for all people was not that different from the way in 
which Jesus went about his ministry – going to where the people were, 
helping them to find healing, and  a new sense of worth and community. The 
ministry of Jesus as described by Matthew, compassionate and healing , 
became the model for the disciples, and for all time. “As you go, proclaim the 
good news, the kingdom of heaven has come near. Cure the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons”, Jesus instructed. He didn’t 
promise it would be easy and gave advice about how to handle the times 
when they were not welcome. 

In the 2nd letter of Peter, we are reminded of the attitudes we are to cultivate 
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in ourselves in order to be faithful to our call as servants of God. 

That’s all very well, you might be thinking, but how can we show that 
compassionate care in times like those we’ve experienced in the last few 
months? Although we have considerable freedom of movement in level 2, 
there are still constraints. As  a whole community of 5 million, we are 
exhorted to act in ways that not only protect ourselves but also protect 
others. The mantra “Stay home. Wash your hands. Be kind” may be starting 
to wear a bit thin. Even if we are permitted to hold church services again 
before long, there will still be constraints on how we do that. 

How then might we sing the Lord’s song in this strange land we are in?  

I suggest that it’s by showing compassion to those who feel cautious about 
getting and about, keeping in touch with each other, offering a friendly smile 
to those we pass in the street, sticking to the hygiene and safety rules. 

And when we are able to gather more freely, to begin to think about how we 
might be the people called Methodist in this city in a new environment. I’ve 
been surprised recently when in several quite different conversations 
people(locals) have not known there was a Methodist church in the city. 

In Aotearoa Methodists have a long tradition of and reputation for being with 
and among the people who are most in need, being inclusive and welcoming, 
of building the wellbeing of the whole community, as well as responding to 
individual need. 

On this Wesley Day, let’s give thanks for our heritage. Let’s renew our 
commitment to the Way of Christ. Let’s step into this new Covid-19 defined 
world with courage and hope.  

The social affirmation that follows is a bit wordy, but I’ve included it anyway, 
and invite you to use it as a resource for ongoing reflection as to how we 
might be light and life in a broken world. 

Mya you “make every effort toto support your faith with goodness, 
knowledge, self-control, endurance, godliness, mutual affection, and love (2 
Peter 1:5-7) 

 

4 
 

 
 



 

WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL SOCIAL AFFIRMATION 

We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people; 
and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, 
who died and rose again; 
and in the Holy Spirit, 
present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort. 
We believe;  
God help our unbelief. 

We rejoice in every sign of God’s Kingdom; 
in the upholding of human dignity and community; 
in every expression of love, justice and reconciliation; 
in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; 
in the abundance of God’s gifts entrusted to us 
that all may have enough; 
in all responsible use of the earth’s resources. 
Glory be to God on high;  
and on earth be peace. 

We confess our sin, individual and collective, 
by silence or action: 
through the violation of human dignity  
based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or faith; 
through the exploitation of people 
because of greed and indifference 
through the misuse of power 
in personal, communal, national, and international life; 
through the search for security 
by those military and economic forces 
that threaten human existence; 
through the abuse of technology 
which endangers the earth and all life upon it. 
Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

We commit ourselves individually and as a community 
to the way of Christ; 
to take up the cross; 
to seek abundant life for all humanity; 
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to struggle for peace with justice and freedom; 
to risk ourselves in faith, hope and love, 
praying that God’s kingdom may come. 
The kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 
God, may the vision of your kingdom inspire us; 
may Christ’s way, truth and life encourage us; 
may the Spirit’s power energise us. 
Amen 

 

PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES AND FOR THE WORLD  

God our protector, 
We come before you in prayer for your world, your children and 
ourselves.  

We pray for the world that you have made. We thank you for the 
renewal of creation springing up as human activity has been restricted. 
We pray that we will learn to value these gifts and to live more gently in 
the future. 

We pray for the leaders of nations making impossible decisions on our 
behalf. We pray that they will speak and act with integrity and protect 
those who are most vulnerable. 

We pray for our church communities. We bring you our sadness at not 
being able to meet together and we thank you for the people finding it 
easier to explore faith at this time. We pray that we will find new ways 
to reach out to the world. 

We pray for the people we miss.  Our friends and families and those we 
long to see face to face. We pray for safety and protection for our loved 
ones. 

We pray for those known to us in our family and our church who are 
unwell at this time, that your healing spirit will sustain them. 

We pray for those who have lost someone they love and haven’t been 
able to say goodbye. We pray that they will know the comfort of your 
loving presence and that you will show us how to reach out in love and 
friendship. 
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We pray for ourselves in these difficult days shared by so many people 
as we continue to move out of isolation. Help us to know your 
protecting love and to live in the power of your Spirit. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen (adapted from a service provided by the 
British Methodist Church) 

The Lord’s Prayer said in the language and version of your choice. 
Our Father ….. 

HYMN  This hymn by New Zealand Methodist Bill Wallace may be sung to the tune 
Sine Nomine (For all the saints.)You may choose to sing or read it, or quietly 
reflect upon the words. 

‘For all Christ’s friends’  

For all Christ's friends, whose lives this world have blessed  
who by their faith and actions Christ confessed,  

we praise you, Lord, their source of graciousness,  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
You were their hope, their comfort, their delight,  

You helped them grow in wisdom and in might,  
in joy and pain you were their one true light.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Like them may we have Christ-like caring ways,  
lives lived with wonder, tenderness and praise,  
that we may live for others all our days.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
They shall be one who value people’s worth, 
one when they work for justice on the earth, 
one when they love the Lord of all new birth. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Lord, give us strength to live the prophet's dream;  
Lord, fill our lives with love's life-giving stream;  
then with God's poor we shall this world redeem.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Something to Sing About Tune: MHB 832 Sine nomine 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

Let us employ this whole day to the ends for which it was ordained, 
in works of necessity and mercy, in prayer, praise, and meditation;  
and let the words of our mouth and the meditation of our hearts 
be acceptable in God’s sight. 
Give strength to your servants, that Your love may fill our hearts,  
and be the motives of all the use we make of our understanding, 
our affections, our senses, our health, our time, and whatever other 
talents we have received from You. 
Let this, O God, rule our hearts without a rival; 
let it dispose all our thoughts, words, and works;  
thus only can we fulfil our duty and your command,  
of loving You with all our heart, and mind, and soul, and strength. 
Take the full possession of our hearts, raise there Your throne 
and command there as You do in heaven.  
Being created by You,let us live to You.  
Being created for You, let us ever act for Your glory.  
Being redeemed by You, let us render unto you what is Yours,  
and let our spirits ever cleave to You alone.  Amen 

From Sunday morning, in ‘John Wesley’s Prayers’. Epworth Press. 1951 (adapted) 

 

BLESSING  We bless each other by saying the Grace together. 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
Amen. 

Love feast liturgy adapted from Olof’s Brothers’ Love Feast. www.katrinasdream.org 

 

 

 

The Methodist Church of New Zealand 

Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa 

 

8 
 

 
 


