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A Church at Home Service for Good Friday 

Gathering 
We are here today to remember a man. A man… 
who had dreams, 
who had those dreams shattered, 
who needed time to think and pray, 
who knew he was likely to die for what he believed… 

A man of extraordinary religious insight. 
A man who did die - a cruel death. 

On this day we look at the cross, and we remember… 
the betrayal of friendship and its consequences, 
the casual cruelty of Roman authority and execution, 
and how unreliable others proved to be in a crisis. 

On this day may we also remember 
that religious bigotry, cruelty and unreliability 
are still a part of our everyday lives. 

On this day, then, may we learn some new precepts for living… 
do not avoid contact with suffering,  
or close your eyes before suffering; 
do not maintain anger or hatred; 
do not say untruthful things for the sake of personal interest, or to impress people; 
do not live with a vocation that is harmful to humans and nature… 

On this day we remember.  

Hymn  H&P 178 There is a green hill far away 
 
Sentences 

In hope, in longing: 
We’re glad to be together. 
In solidarity with those who struggle: 
We’re glad to be  together. 
In resistance to those who dominate: 
We’re glad to be together. 
In memory of Jesus, who lived with compassion: 
We’re glad to be together. 
In memory of all who act with courage: 
 We’re glad to be together. J Nelson-Pallmeyer 

Reading: Isaiah 52:13- 53:9 
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Confession for Good Friday 

Because you came and sat beside us, 
because you came and heard us speak, 
and we ignored you and we refused you, 
   we ask forgiveness, Lord Jesus Christ 
Because you laughed and loved the child-like, 
because you lived from day to day, 
and we love status and steady money, 
    we ask forgiveness, Lord Jesus Christ 
Because our peace was your agenda, 
because you wept to see us war, 
and we love power, and winning battles, 
     we ask forgiveness, Lord Jesus Christ 
Because your Cross compels an answer, 
because your love absorbs our sin 
and we are wounded because we wound you, 
     we ask forgiveness, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Because you came on Easter morning, 
because you came at Pentecost, 
and in the Spirit, we are forgiven, 
     we live to praise you, Jesus Christ. 1 
    
 Reading 
 Matthew 27:15-44 

 Good Friday Lament  

What have we done to you? 

What have we done to you? 

What, in the name of God and justice, 

Blots out the sun for you? 

Here at the cross where you are dying. 

What have your people done to you? 

Jesus, forgive us all! 

Jesus, forgive us all! 

See how we bruise, misuse each other – 

Save our destructive fall! 

 
1 Murray, Shirley. ‘Because you Came” in Faith Forever Singing. NZ Hymnbook Trust. 2000 
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Here at the cross where you are dying, 

Jesus, our Lord, forgive us all! 

Out of the depths we cry, 

Out of the depths we cry, 

Cry at the pain we cause your heart, 

Our passionless passing by. 

Here at the cross, where you are dying, 

Out of the depths, your people cry!  

-Shirley Murray. Faith Forever Singing. 

 

Hymn H & P 180 When I survey the wondrous cross 

Silence   

We dwell in the silence looking to the resurrection. 

 

We also have had: 

people who deny they knew us, 

people wash their hands of us, 

people destroy us, 

people exploit us. 

 

The resurrection spirit carried us through. 

The light of God’s love did not go out. 

 

I /we light a candle, 

Remembering that resurrection light in our life that does not go out. 

 

Blessing each other. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

 

 


