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Welcome to this service of worship.  

The service begins with prayer, readings, and reflection.  
Then people move to the table and continue  with the litany for the meal. 

 

We gather with God and each other  
 

Welcome!  Malo e lelei!  Talofa lava!  Ni sa bula vinaka! 
Kia ora! Nau mai, haere mai ki tēnei whare karakia 
     Greetings. Welcome, welcome to this time of prayer 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

In silent sanctuaries, in our homes or apartments, 
wherever we are in these moments of worship, 
early each morning, God waits to greet us with joy and wonder. 
We awake to find ourselves enveloped in grace. 
During these days of isolation and worry, 
in this time of uncertainty and fear, 
Jesus challenges us with the possibility of faith. 
Even in these times of safe distancing 
and caring for others, as well as ourselves, 
we can offer healing and hope to others. 
In the shadowed evenings when fear lurks outside, 
and we long to hear the lullabies of grace, 
the Spirit is with us. 
The Light of life is shining on us  
from early morning until we say our prayers, 
comforting us in the shadows of sleep. 

© Thom Shumann.Lectionary Liturgies 
Holy and Loving God I come to worship you,  

 



 

as I do I remember that I am a part of your church  
in my community and in the world,  
and I take comfort from the fact that I am not alone. 
Come by your Holy Spirit  
and help me to worship you in spirit and in truth. 
Amen 

 

HYMN:  Breathe on me breath of God  H&P 380 (Tune: St Beuno) 
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words. 

 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER 

Holy and Loving God, all life comes from you,  
and in you all things hold together.  
As we remember this, we pause to give you thanks and praise. 
As we remember this, we are reminded that you  
hold the end from the beginning,  
and that nothing is too large or too small for you. 
As we remember this, remind us that as all things are held,  
so we are held by you, in love. 
Help us in our anxious thoughts. 
Help us in our day to day lives. 
Help us in this time of deep uncertainty. 
We acknowledge that at times we are selfish,  
at times we do not seek you first. 
But we know that you are always faithful,  
merciful, gracious, and forgiving. 
(Silence) 
We receive your mercy and forgiveness, faithfulness and grace. 
In the name of Christ. 

Amen 

TODAYS READINGS.  
Old Testament Ezekiel 37: 1-14 (Page 837 GNB) 
Gospel Reading:  John 11: 1-45 (Page133 GNB ) 
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REFLECTION:  
Todays readings are full of hope, reminding us that the 
resurrection is real, and new life is possible. 
Take time to read the gospel passage slowly and prayerfully 
again. 
Is there a word or a passage that stands out to you? 
Pause to spend time with that word/ passage. 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
If Jesus were stood before you what would you like to ask him? 
 

Take a time to sit quietly 

A TIME OF PRAYER Let’s pray together 
Holy and Loving God we pray for your world, for the leaders who 
are making difficult decisions as every day brings new changes 
and challenges. 
Lord of all, Lord for all 
Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for our nation, that decisions might be made with wisdom 
and care for the benefit of all. 
Lord of all, Lord for all 
Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for our city and surrounding communities. For all who live 
here that your peace might reign and that your perfect love might 
settle our fears. 
Lord of all, Lord for all 
Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for  workers in essential services -health care workers, 
supermarket staff, refuse collectors, security officers, police and 
emergency services 
Lord of all, Lord for all 
Hear our prayer 
We pray for our loved ones, those we know who may be ill, those 
who are struggling, those who are confused and conflicted… ( you 
might like to name names here) 
Lord of all, Lord for all 
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Hear our prayer 
 

And finally we pray for ourselves, you know what is on our hearts 
and minds, and so we offer that to you (again you might like to 
name your own prayers and concerns) 
Lord of all, Lord for all 
Hear our prayer.AMEN 
 

THE LORDS PRAYER  

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
Source of all that is and That shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
Sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and forever. Amen. 

Opening liturgy adapted from Methodist Church of Great Britain worship resources 

Move to the table if you are not already seated there. 

THE BLESSING OF THE MEAL 

How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to live 
together in harmony! (Ps 133) 
As we break bread together, and open ourselves to each other 
We come to express our faith and our thankfulness 
May God bless this meal and this gathering. 
As we share our food, we give thanks for this abundance, 
and remember those who do not have enough. 
May those who are hungry be fed. 
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May we have a hunger for justice, and a determination to 
serve those who hunger for food. 
 

There are symbols on the table to remind us of the presence of Christ: 
 

Reader 1: A candle, to remind us of the way, “I am the light of the 
world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life” (Jn 8:12) 
Reader 2: Bread, to remind us of the life-giving love of Christ, “I 
am the bread of life. The bread that I shall give is myself for the 
life of the world” (Jn 6:35,51) 
Reader 3: A jug of water to remind us of the thirst-quenching 
grace of Christ “those who drink of the water I give will never be 
thirsty” (Jn4:14) 
 

We welcome the presence of Christ among us.  
May the food and companionship we share 
nourish our bodies hearts and minds.  
And may our spirits be refreshed  
as we live in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

The meal is served. Those present talk together as at any family meal  
or reflect on the readings. 

When the meal is finished: 
Behold, the fragments of our feast.  
Our meal is ended, but God’s banquet continues  
as we go from this place 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
Amen. Lovefeast liturgy adapted from Olof’s Brothers’ Love Feast. www.katrinasdream.org 
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HYMN When we face an unknown future. BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7.D 
 

When we face an unknown future that we can’t imagine yet, 
When the closeness we have treasured  
turns from blessing into threat- 
As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community, 
May we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be. 
 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within. 
There he met such trial and conflict;  
there he knew you were with him. 
In this time of separation when we miss the life we’ve known, 
May we hear your voice proclaiming: “I am here! You’re not alone.” 
 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before, 
May we think much less of profit;  
may we learn what matters more. 
May we hear our neighbour’s suffering;  
may we see our neighbour’s pain. 
May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope again. 
 

God, when illness comes to threaten,  
and when so much here goes wrong, 
May we know this thing for certain- 
that your love is sure and strong. 
You’re beside us in our suffering, and when times are surely tough, 
We may face an unknown future, but it’s filled, Lord, with your love.

Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
 

Next Sunday: 5th April - 6th Sunday in Lent/Palm Sunday 
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